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A.  Anti-Commmnist Activities of the League of Unions 
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le Toward the ‘end of February 1949, the League of Unions (non-commmnist) sent 
a note to the Lebanese Ifinistry of National. Ieonony, asking that measures 
‘be taken to rostrict the activities of the commnist~controlled Federation 
of Unions and pointing out that that group ig unlicensed and its activities 
disturb public order, The League algo asked the liinistry to inform the 
Departrent of Social Affairs that it will resist vigorously any action 
the Departnent may take in connection with the working class without 
consulting the League. : 


2. The Leapne received a reply to this note from the linistry of National 
Econony, accepting its denands and stating that the Winistry hed sent 
instructions to the Ilinistry of Interior to confiscete any tract or other 
publication issued by the Federation, and to prosecute those responsible 
for the publications, 


3« The port workers'- umion, a menber of the League of Unions headed by 
Uuharriad Sharqawi, has resisted commnist attempts at infiltration, Source 
states that the mexbers of the wmion's Executive Couneil have firm control 
over the umion. Ilustafa ‘aris, according to source, has tried to gain 
influcnes in the port workers! union through Yusuf Khalidi, its forner 
head. This move was blocked by the League, which gave the port workers? 
union 8 warning that resulted in Khalidits dismissal. Source adds that 
Communists are concentrating on port workers in Tripoli, among whom are 
& mmber of Comunists. ~~ 


he The League of Unions is trying to split the masonst union, which is strongly 
attached to the comumnist-controlled Federation of Unions, Source . 
atixibutes the loyalty of this union to the Sedération to the influence 
of its chief, Murshid Saliba, who source states, is a merber of the Central 
Comittee of the Lebanese Commmist Party,* 
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Activities of Unions Adhering to the Federation of Unions (Communist 
Dortinat se) 


Hama Zarga led a necting of textile workers on 13 March at Atiyah 


_ Shaykhani's house in Iadet to discuss forming a textile workers! umione 


A committee was forned et this necting to contact men and women workers and 
to trensmit information sent to the proposed union from Beirut (presumably 
from the Federation of Unions). Following a second mecting which was 
scheduled for 20 March, the committee intended to apply to the Departnent 
of Social Affairs for a umion permit. 


The general cormittee of the typesetters' union invited the typesetters 
to aucebing. Despite the extensive publicity concerning the necting, 

ely thirteen persons attonded. The only subject discussed was the ~ 
ques stion of the collection of funds for aiding Mustefea ‘Aris in prison, 
and for giving financial aid to his wife. 


On 1h March the wood polishers met at the Federation of Unions! 
headquarters to elect a now council for the Union. When it became 
apparent that the majority of those present were coummist and that 
“herefore, the new comell would be commmist, Liuhyi-al-Din Neahhas (who 
was present as representative of the Department of Social Affairs of 
the Llinistry of National Eeonomy), by raising certain legal points, 
suececded in having the meeting postponed for twenty-five dayse Source 
states that Nahhas hoped to be able to bring a nunber of non-Commmnist 


‘workers to the next mecting. 


se ares Comment. Saliba's name was not listed as one of the 
MaMbers oO antral Comittee elected on 2 February 1919, as 
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